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Nate Kowalski and Irma Rodríguez Moisa Win Distinguished Writing Award 
 
Nate Kowalski and Irma Rodríguez Moisa, partners at 
Atkinson, Andelson, Loya, Ruud & Romo (AALRR), have 
been honored for their exceptional legal writing as 
winners of the eighteenth annual Burton Awards. 
Kowalski and Rodríguez Moisa were recognized for their 
article “The Cat’s Paw Doctrine: Declawing Summary 
Judgment,” originally published in the Los Angeles Daily 

Journal. Only 25 articles from entries submitted by the nation's 1,000 largest law firms 
were named Burton Awards winners. 
 
The Burton Awards is a nonprofit program devoted to recognizing and rewarding 
excellence in the legal profession. It is run in association with the Library of Congress 
and sponsored by Law360 and the American Bar Association. The award winners are 
selected by law school professors and judges, including professors from Harvard Law 
School, Stanford Law School, and UC Berkeley Law School. This year, U.S. Supreme 
Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg received the Book of the Year in Law Award for her 
work, My Own Words. 
  
“This terrific honor is well deserved,” said Mark Palin, AALRR’s Managing Partner. 
“Nate and Irma are not only excellent writers, but superb litigators and counselors and 
real assets to our Firm.” 
 
Kowalski and Rodríguez Moisa represent public and private entities in labor and 
employment matters. Kowalski is Chair of AALRR’s Public Entity Labor and 
Employment Practice Group and Rodríguez Moisa is the Partner-in-Charge of AALRR’s 
Cerritos office.  
 
About Atkinson, Andelson, Loya, Ruud & Romo 
With over 35 years of unwavering commitment to client service, AALRR is one of California’s leading law firms. 
Our diverse team brings a seasoned perspective to California’s complex legal landscape for public and private 
entities, with particular strength in the areas of education, labor and employment, construction, complex litigation, 
corporate, taxation, and white collar law. Our public sector clients include more than 400 K-12 school 
districts, community college districts and universities, as well as cities, counties and special districts. We also 
represent diverse business entities, from small, family-run businesses to publicly traded corporations. 
At 170 lawyers and growing, AALRR has nine offices in Cerritos, Fresno, Irvine, Marin, Pasadena, Pleasanton, 
Riverside, Sacramento and San Diego to serve our clients throughout California. For more information about 
AALRR, visit our website at www.aalrr.com and sign up for our blogs, www.aalrreducationlaw.com, 
www.aalrremploymentlaw.com, and www.aalrrlaborrelationslaw.com. 
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