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Three AALRR Attorneys Named to Prestigious Best Lawyers in America List 
 

Atkinson, Andelson, Loya, Ruud & Romo (AALRR) is proud to announce the inclusion of Terry Tao, Mary 
Salamone, and John James on Best Lawyers’ 24th annual Best Lawyers in America list. Results are 
based on more than 7.4 million detailed peer-reviewed evaluations, making this list of top attorneys one of 
the most prestigious in the nation—and, with a readership of over 17 million across the globe, one of its 
most recognized. 

“Our firm is widely known for its deep bench of incredibly talented attorneys, many of whom regularly 
receive top honors for their work,” comments Mark Palin, AALRR’s managing partner. “Our lawyers set a 
consistently high bar for themselves and their peers, and we’re grateful for the leadership that those 
named on this year’s Best Lawyers list provide.” 

 

Terry Tao, Partner at the firm’s Cerritos office, has appeared on the Best Lawyers list for 
his work in Government Contracts for three years in a row. As both an attorney and a 
licensed architect, Mr. Tao offers a unique skillset to clients and has often applied a legal 
eye to plans and specifications to determine the likely result of a particular dispute and to 
guide it as it unfolds. He represents school districts, business and property owners, and 
public entities, including the Los Angeles World airports and the University of California. 

Mary Salamone, Partner at the firm’s Irvine office, was recognized by the publication for 
her superior work in the field of Construction Litigation. Ms. Salamone has dedicated her 
30 year career exclusively to the area of construction law, and has acquired an in-depth 
knowledge regarding all aspects of construction projects and disputes. She has 
represented both owners and contractors in connection with iconic works of improvements 
such as the John Wayne Airport, Walt Disney Concert Hall, Planet Hollywood (formerly 
Aladdin Hotel & Casino), and University of Phoenix Stadium. 
 
John James, Of Counsel at AALRR’s Cerritos office, has appeared on the Best Lawyers 
every year since 2006. In 2012, he was recognized by the organization as its Lawyer of 
the Year in Tax Law. This designation honors Mr. James’ outstanding achievements in the 
field, where he is known for his expertise in negotiating, structuring, and documenting 
transactions in various industries. Other areas of concentration include tax-deferred 
transactions, tax audits, and controversies. 

About Atkinson, Andelson, Loya, Ruud & Romo 

With over 35 years of unwavering commitment to client service, AALRR is one of California’s leading law firms. 
Our diverse team brings a seasoned perspective to California’s complex legal landscape for public and private 
entities, with particular strength in the areas of education, labor and employment, construction, complex litigation, 
corporate, taxation, and white collar law. Our public sector clients include more than 400 K-12 school 
districts, community college districts and universities, as well as cities, counties and special districts. We also 
represent diverse business entities, from small, family-run businesses to publicly traded corporations. 
At 170 lawyers and growing, AALRR has nine offices in Cerritos, Fresno, Irvine, Marin, Pasadena, Pleasanton, 
Riverside, Sacramento and San Diego to serve our clients throughout California. For more information about 
AALRR, visit our website at www.aalrr.com and sign up for our blogs, www.aalrreducationlaw.com, 
www.aalrremploymentlaw.com, and www.aalrrlaborrelationslaw.com. 
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