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Fresno’s K-12 Students Benefit from Law Firm’s Book Donations; Atkinson, 
Andelson, Loya, Ruud & Romo Tops Donor List in Book Drive 

 
FRESNO, CALIF. — Getting books into the hands of students is hard in this 

economy, but Fresno’s K-12 students are getting help from a local law firm.  
 
Serving the legal needs of over 450 school districts, Atkinson, Andelson, Loya, 

Ruud & Romo (AALRR) came in first in total contributions in the Fresno County Bar 
Association’s book drive for Fresno County students. The firm contributed 2,822 books 
through actual book and cash donations. 

 
Some 90 local law firms participated in the race to collect more than 25,000 new 

and gently used books that were distributed to the most disadvantaged schools in 
Fresno County at the onset of the school year.  

 
“It was a rewarding moment to hand over those boxes of books knowing they 

were going into the hands of our Fresno students,” says Mary Beth de Goede, lead 
partner of the School Law attorneys in AALRR’s Fresno office. “These are challenging 
times for schools and parents. Giving students the tools they need now for a good 
education makes a better future for all of us,” says de Goede.  

 
Literacy is a major area of concern in the Central Valley where more than one in 

four adults lack basic prose literacy skills.*  

About Atkinson, Andelson, Loya, Ruud & Romo 
AALRR is a full service California law firm with a focus on employment and labor, 
education, corporate, real estate and construction and litigation. The firm is counsel to 
over 400 school districts and public and private universities. AALRR’s diverse teams 
bring a seasoned perspective to California’s complex legal landscape for both private 
and public entities. AALRR maintains offices in Sacramento, Pleasanton, Fresno, 
Cerritos, Irvine, Riverside and San Diego. For more information visit www.aalrr.com or 
sign up for key updates at aalrremploymentlawblog.blogspot.com 
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*National Center for Education Statistics  




